
Missouri Department of Corrections  Matt Blunt  Governor 
  Larry Crawford  Director 
For further information 
Contact Brian Hauswirth, 
Public Information officer 
Tele: 573/522-1118 
Direct FAX: 573/751-4099 
P.O. Box 236 
Jefferson City  MO  65102 

March 24, 2008  
 

Department of Corrections to Implement Debit Card Project 
Paperless System Will Increase Efficiency, Save Taxpayer Dollars 

 
JEFFERSON CITY- Responding to Missouri Governor Matt Blunt’s 

call for a more efficient state government, Department of Corrections Director 
Larry Crawford announced today that all 20 correctional centers will begin an 
offender release card program in June 2008.   

 
“I am very pleased the Department continues to respond to my call to 

increase efficiency in state government,” Gov. Blunt said. “The offender release 
card program is not only beneficial for offenders who have completed their 
sentences and are beginning the re-entry process but also for Missouri taxpayers.” 

 
Upon release, offenders will be given a debit card with any remaining 

funds from their personal and savings accounts, which averages $100. Offenders 
also may receive funds from family and friends, and from working.  They earn on 
average $10.27 per month while incarcerated by working within the institution, 
excluding work release and industries. Transitioning to a debit card system will 
increase efficiency within the Department, saving taxpayer dollars.   

 
“The program will allow the Missouri Department of Corrections to 

process offender releases more efficiently, timely and securely,” Crawford said.  
“It will also eliminate the need for release cash at Central Office and institutional 
locations.” 

 
Director Crawford credited the program to Department Inmate Finance 

Director Rodney Kueffer, who began a pilot project in December at Algoa 
Correctional Center in Jefferson City.  The project was successful. 

 
“It’s all paperless.  The institutions like it, and the offenders will have 

instant access to all of their funds,” Kueffer said.  “We’ll be able to process 
releases faster, especially after 5 pm and on weekends.  It will also eliminate the 
need for institutional staff to stop at Offender Finance to pick up and deliver 
release information.” 

 
Kueffer said it cost about $40,000 to implement the program, and that 

the project will pay for itself within a year.  The Department handled 20,547 
releases in Fiscal Year (FY) 2007.  About $2 million went through the Inmate 
Finance Office for discharges. 
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The project highlights the Department’s commitment to the Missouri 
Reentry Process (MRP). MRP’s aim is to increase public safety and decrease 
victimization by preparing offenders to be productive, law-abiding citizens.  The 
Department is working with the state Revenue Department to assist offenders in 
obtaining state identification cards prior to release.  The Department has issued 
355 state ID’s and 1,600 birth certificates statewide.  The Department is also 
partnering with the Missouri Highway Patrol to allow offenders to take the written 
drivers license test at three correctional centers.  MRP has been a national model 
since its inception.     
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